AFTERMATH OF WAR
and in Cilicia up to the Taurus Mountains in the north-
west. His headquarters were now at Haifa, on Mount
Carmel.
There soon arose anxious problems to be solved. The
first came to a head from the refusal of certain Turkish
Generals, of whom the most prominent was AH Ihsan
Pasha, commander of the forces withdrawn from the
Mesopotamia!! front, to disband their armies in com-
pliance with the armistice terms. They wrere beyond
easy reach by direct action, and Allenby had no wish to
become committed any deeper into Turkish territory; so
he decided to bring pressure on the Turkish Government.
At the beginning of February 1919 he went, in the
battleship Temeraire^ from Haifa to Constantinople, then
in Allied occupation; and interviewed the Turkish
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and of War. The meeting
showed Allenby's personality at its most dominant. The
Ministers came prepared to discuss and argue; Allenby
merely read out his demands, which included the removal
of All Ihsan, handed them a copy, and insisted on
immediate acceptance without discussion or argument.
The Turkish Ministers, taken completely aback, hastily
promised to comply with the requirements, and were so
impressed with Allenby's firmness that they did so with
all haste. AH Ihsan was soon afterwards removed from
his command, and the obstruction ceased. Allenby had
remained only thirty-six hours in Constantinople, and
had accomplished his purpose in five minutes, merely by
a display of his inflexible determination,
Syria was the next problem. During the early part
of 1919 friction between French and Arabs was increas-
ing; and the French were becoming exasperated at what
they considered British encouragement of the Arab cause.
The French claim to predominance in Syria was based
on sentiment and tradition rather than on any rights or
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